
Who owns the patient?
The question of ownership implies treatment of the patient as 

an object. Of course, that’s not the case, but sometimes we treat 
patients like objects. The point of this message is to stimulate your 
own thoughts on one aspect of this issue. 

When I make a referral to a specialist, is that specialist now 
treating “my” patient? If I think this way, how do I treat the other 

professionals involved in the patient’s care? One consequence can be the kind or 
amount of communication that takes place. Here are some thoughts to consider:

When you as a general dentist refer a patient to a specialist, you most likely 
would want the specialist to report back to you on their findings and recommen-
dations before commencing treatment. Do you feel any obligation to report to 
them any other planned dental work or referrals to other specialist? If a specialist 
refers a patient back to you to evaluate a periodontal issue, for example, and you 
decide to refer the patient to a periodontist, do you tell the first specialist that you 
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Restorative Dentistry”

November 21, 2006
Dr. Scott De Rossi

“Oral Lesions Caused By Drugs Your 
Patients Take”

January 16, 2007
NJDA Officers Night/Induction of Life 

Members

February 20, 2007
Dr. David Goteiner

“Gingival Manifestations of Disease”

March 20, 2007
Dr. Irv Lubis

“Marketing for Profitability Empha-
sizing Cosmetic, Regenerative, and 

Implant Dentistry”

April 17, 2007
Dr. Susan Calderbank

 “Oral Complications of Cancer  
Therapies:  Diagnosis, Prevention, 

Treatment”

May 15, 2007
STAFF NIGHT

GENERAL MEETING – Tuesday, October 17, 2006
THE PINES  Route 27 • Edison, NJ

Registration and hors d'oeuvres................................................ 6:00 
Business Meeting ..................................................................... 6:45 
Dinner & Speaker..................................................................... 7:00

“Creating an Environment for Anterior Restorative Dentistry”
Featured Speaker: Dr. Howard Fraiman, DMD

Dr. Fraiman received his Bachelor of Arts from the Rennselaer Polytechnic Institute in 1989 and his 
Doctor of Dental Medicine from the University of Pennsylvania in 1991. He returned to Penn for post-
doctoral training and received his certificate in Periodontics in 1993 and in Periodontal Prosthesis (Fixed 
Prosthodontics) in 1994. Dr. Fraiman is currently a Clinical Assistant Professor in the Department of Re-
storative Dentistry at the University of Pennsylvania and is Director of a Clinical Practice Unit. He has 
lectured on the topics of Periodontal Prosthesis, Implant Prosthodontics, Advanced Restorative Dentistry 
and Cosmetic Dentistry. Dr. Fraiman is a member of the Academy of Osseointegration, American Acad-

emy of Periodontology, American Dental Association, Philadelphia County Dental Society and Eastern Dental Society. 
Esthetic anterior dentistry involves more then just creating an attractive looking restoration. The environment in which 
the restoration is placed helps determine the esthetic outcome. The environment encompasses everything that surrounds 
the restoration itself including the periodontium, gingival form, tooth preparation, and in the case of implants even the 
implant. Goals for an esthetically acceptable environment will be defined and how to create an environment to meet 
these goals around anterior restorations including crowns, laminates, and implant crowns.
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MCDS Board of Trustees Report

Published at the office of Dr. Robert Silverstein
www.MCDSofNJ.org   login: mcds

password: sy

9/12/06
Attendance:  Brunsden, Chustckie ,Courey, Fahsbender, Fertig, Galkin, Glick-
man, Leizer, Nandra, Prabhu, Rosen, Rosenheck, Silverstein, Simos, Stein, Villa, 
Vitale, Weiner.
Acceptance of Minutes-vote unanimous.
President’s Report-Robert Silverstein
• Nine of our members will be honored in January for attaining Life Member 
status. They are: Pete Clemente, Edward Gewiss, Carl Langbert, John Lawson, 
Jr., Joseph Lukacs, Jr., George McLaughlin, Vincent Noonan, David Rabinowitz, 
and Michael Schemick, Jr. • One of my main focuses as President will be to fully 
develop the Rules of the Board section of our web site. I see the wheel being rein-
vented all too often, wasting time, effort and money. With everyone with a Board 
position contributing to this effort, we will make it much easier for ourselves and 
the people who come after us. • I have recently represented MCDS at the Annual 
Session, as well as the NJDA Budget Hearing meeting. • I spoke with Art Meisel 
regarding the scheduling of our Board meetings, and we are able to meet in the 
NJDA Board Room for the remainder of our meetings this year. I have asked him 
to notify Colleen, who schedules the Board room events, to reserve the Board 
room for us for subsequent years.
Treasurer’s Report-Scott Galkin
See full report on page 3.
Editor’s Report-Mitch Weiner, Bob Silverstein, Constantine Simos
Pete Clemete’s name was inadvertently left out of the list of Executive Club con-
tributors to PAC in our newsletter. We apologize for this oversight. I am aware of 
the typo in the Full Day Course page. This has been corrected for future issues.
The deadline for submissions for the October 2006 issue will be Wednesday, Sep-
tember 20th. All submissions received after the deadline will be deferred until the 
November issue. The September issue was very time-consuming to put together as 
MCDS and NJDA have many courses/member benefits to promote. We will limit 
the number of new advertisers so as to trim back the growing number of pages of 
each issue. - Bob Silverstein
After over 10 years of overseeing the compilation of the MCDS Newsletter, I will 
be stepping down as your content editor upon the completion of the May 2007 
issue to free up more time for other endeavors. - Mitch Weiner 
Website Editor’s Report-Bob Silverstein
The issue sent to non-members is available for viewing on the Archives section of 
our web site. As you may remember, Life Members can now submit their bios via 
the web site.
Program Chairperson’s Report-Bob Ashmen
MasterGraphx is printing and mailing a tri-fold application form for the all-day 
courses for the 2006-7 schedule (Nov, Mar, and Apr) to a regional list of dentists 
in NJ. Special thanks to Dr. Silverstein for his time and effort creating the tri-fold 
layout. 
ADA Delegate’s Report-Joel Leizer
• Mark Feldman of New York, who has served as the ADA Treasurer for the past 
six years is running unopposed for the ADA President-Elect position.
• Harris Colton, from New Jersey is running for ADA Second Vice-President. This 
is a two year position where the winner of this election will be a voting member 
of the ADA Board of Trustees.
NJDA Trustee’s Report-Nancy Villa
See the full report on page 8.
Give Kids a Smile-Cavan Brunsden
The GKAS program scheduled for February 2007 will be a statewide event 
designed to provide access to dental care for those children in need. Last year’s 
GKAS program was a resounding success with 280 dental chairs at 32 sites man-
aged by over 600 volunteers that provided care to 3000 children valued at over 
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Presidents’s Message – Continued from Page 1

made a referral? Do you tell the perio-
dontist that there is another specialist 
currently involved in the patient’s care? 
If a general dentist refers a patient to an 
prosthodontist, who subsequently de-
cides to refer the patient to an orthodon-
tist, and a periodontist is also involved, 
how is everyone kept in the loop - who 
“quarterbacks” when there are multiple 
specialists involved? Maybe a patient is 
coming to you because of their insurance 
plan, and they need to have a tooth ex-
posed. Do you do the exposure without 
consulting with the orthodontist? Do 
you feel the need to inform the general 
dentist about your treatment plan? 

How does all of this affect the patient? 
Maybe you plan to restore a Class II le-
sion in a patient who has spaces between 
their teeth. Should you over-contour the 
proximal restoration to obtain contact, 
or restore the tooth to ideal contours and 
have the orthodontist move the tooth to 
gain contact? If the patient is about to 
undergo orthodontic treatment, would 
you like to know this before you start an 
endo on a tooth that is to be extracted, or 
do periodontal surgery when the prog-
nosis would be better after the tooth is 
moved?

The answer, I think, is that no-one 
owns the patient. The patient entrusts us 
to take care of them, not take ownership 
of them. I can serve that patient best if I 
think about myself as part of a team that 
is caring for them. I can help the team do 
what’s best for the patient if I keep com-
munication a “two way street” with all of 
the team members. 

On another note, I plan to be respectful 
of your time and start the business meet-
ings promptly at 6:45. After the business 
meeting starts, if you would prefer to 
continue a conversation with a colleague 
rather than participating in the meeting, 
please do so outside the meeting room.

Continued on page 3
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(7/31/06-8/31/06)
Checking	 6,071.84	 7,217.88
Savings	 30,925.00	 52,486.18
CD (4.25%)	 45,000.00	 0
       (matured 8/16/06)
CD (5.25%)	 0	 25,000.00
       (matures 3/16/07)
TOTAL:	 81,966.84	 84,704.06

P&L STATEMENT CHECKING ACCOUNT
(7/31/06-8/31/06)

INCOME
DUES		  1,582.36
INTEREST		  1.47
TOTAL INCOME		  1,583.83

EXPENSES
BOARD MEMBER EXPENSES	 146.25
OFFICE SUPPLIES		  47.25
TELEPHONE		  244.29
TOTAL EXPENSES		  437.79

OVERALL TOTAL		  1,146.04
P&L SAVINGS ACCOUNT

(7/31/06-8/31/06)
INCOME

INTEREST		  131.58
TOTAL INCOME		  131.58

TRANSFERS	
FROM CD - 7 Month		  21,429.60
TOTAL TRANSFERS		  21,429.60
OVERALL TOTAL		  21,561.18

Detailed Treasurer’s Report 
August 31, 2006 
Scott Galkin, DMD

MCDS Board of Trustees Report 	 Continued from page 2

$400,000. We will expand our 2007 program by adding all of the dental residency pro-
grams in the state so as to better provide access to those children in need.  Please make 
plans to add your efforts to this NJDA program so that you can join us in making a dif-
ference in the lives of the children that we serve. Call me personally at 732-679-2323 or 
at Brunsden@kidzdent.com for more information
NJDA Council Reports:
Dental Benefits-Mark Vitale
See the full report on page 4.
Membership-Scott Galkin
The MCDS membership committee is electing a sub-chairperson to be in charge of 
recruitment and retention of the GPR residents at Robert Wood Johnson and JFK 
hospitals. For our September general meeting, we will enlist our senior/experienced  
members to invite and welcome new members to the meeting. MCDS will be cospon-
soring a weekend study club with NJDA, entitled “After Dental School 101: What Do I 
Do Now?” on Saturday, December 9, 2006. The three featured speakers are all MCDS 
members; Dr. Cavan Brunsden, Dr. Hugh Habas, and Dr. Mitchell Weiner. The member-
ship committee is developing a marketing program to send our newsletter to “targeted” 
non-members and is also developing a membership brochure that will highlight the 
benefits of membership in organized dentistry.
Oral Cancer Screening-Arpan Nandra, David Stein
Dr Arnold Rosenheck presented an informative lecture on Oral Cancer Screening proto-
cols to the Board.  Information on how to conduct such screenings will soon be posted 
on the MCDS website.
Peer Review-John Fahsbender, Mark Vitale
A certification course for Peer Review will be conducted on November 1st at the NJDA 
Headquarters. Any one interested may attend.
Relief-Ethan Glickman
The Council has agreed to donate $20,000 on behalf of the NJDA members to victims 
of Hurricane Katrina.
Committee Reports:
Corporate Sponsorship-Constantine Simos
Corporate Sponsorship looks strong for the 2006-2007 year. Sponsors are being orga-
nized for all of the monthly meetings and CE programs. Sybron Endo will sponsor the 
September meeting. Both Smith Barney Financial and AFTCO will advertise in the 
newsletter for the whole year. If you know of a vendor who might be interested in spon-
soring the society please refer them to Dr Constantine Simos.
Budget and Finance-Ira Rosen
Committee will meet to prepare Budget for October’s meeting.
Mentor-Ethan Glickman
OSHA Seminar was presented at St. Peter’s Medical Center on 6-22-06.  We had 41 
Dentists and 104 staff attend.
This program satisfied the OSHA standard on Occupational Exposure to Blood Borne 
Pathogens, which is required annually for dentists and staff.  Each office person trained 
received certification that they have been properly instructed for this OSHA regulation 
on Infection Control. 
Two CEU credits were awarded to those attending this 2-hour seminar. This seminar is 
available to our members as a member benefit of MCDS.
Our next OSHA Seminar will be held on November 9, 2006 - see the insert in this 
newsletter.
Continuing Education-Mark Schambra
The speakers, topics, locations, times and fees for our three full day courses have all be 
set. Bob Ashmen should has contacted the outside printer for the separate mailing.
Good & Welfare
Congratulations are in order: Dr. Mark Vitale will be married on September 16, 2006 
and Dr. Arpan Nandra was married this past summer.
Respectfully Submitted, 
Maya Prabhu, Secretary

Answers to last month’s puzzle
JET•NOISE•PIPE•CSI
A•WEIRDALGINATE•TO
DRILL•OI•V•DRASTIC
ACNE•ALLABOUT•PAR•
•P•VPS•SILICONECUT
TRIALS•S•A•ENO•TPH
RESTINPEACE••G•••E
OPTOM•RANK•Y•••••E
P••RP•ESNA•ANTHRAX
I•FSTOP•ANDREAS••E
C•THORAX•DRNO•T••S
AARON•RAMBO•N•••OF
L•OE•MANILOW•••PMI
•LOST•TALULAH•PEEL
SAP•A•IDLE•S•EAGLE
HY•AL•OUI•LASER•ES
ALAMO•N•O•ABSOLUT•
WARANDHANDPIECE•••

Attention: 
Volunteers needed for  

local MCDS Community  
Outreach Oral Cancer  

Screenings.  
If interested in helping with this  

worthwhile cause,  
call Marlene at 732-238-1255
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Council on Dental Benefits
-CRP Statistics was reviewed from January 1, 2006 through May 31, 2006. There were 52 complaints submitted to NJDA; 19 
were resolved, 6 were for data purposes, 26 are pending and 1 was not resolvable. The council noted that the number of MetLife 
complaints is decreasing.
-Delta Dental CA: X-ray processing: The council reviewed the letter from ADA’s Council on Dental Benefit Programs to DDP of 
California.  The letter upheld NJDA’s position that DDP’s policy of changing procedure codes for single periapical x-rays when 
submitted with bitewings is inconsistent with CDT-2005.  
-X-Ray Guidelines and Carrier Benefits: The council discussed the 2004 revision of the guidelines for prescribing dental radio-
graphs, specifically the guideline that recommends bitewing exams at 24-36 month intervals for adults with no clinical caries or 
risk factors.  Dr. Iserson indicated that he had heard that the Delta Dental Plans Association is considering limiting benefits for 
bitewings to once every two years.  The council discussed this possibility, especially in light of the guideline applying only to 
healthy adults with no risk factors, a small percentage of dental patients.  Further, since the current claim submission does not 
include diagnosis codes, the limitation of benefits would be applied to all Delta enrollees, regardless of health status.  The council 
requested that NJDA send a letter to Delta Dental of NJ, with a copy to the ADA Council on Dental Benefit Programs, to go on re-
cord as opposing any further limitation since benefit availability is often a determining factor for patients in agreeing to treatment.
-National CRP Statistics: The council reviewed a memo from ADA indicating that New Jersey is the only state that is currently 
sharing third party problems with the ADA Council on Dental Benefits.  Staff noted that New Jersey is also the only state that has 
a formal tracking system and a program to assist dentists.  However, complaints to ADA are similar to NJDA’s experience with 
carriers.  While it is logical that the plans with the highest number of enrollees would generate the most complaints, the council 
noted that MetLife was the only plan that generated a large number of complaints based on consultant review.
-ADA/Emdeon Benefits Project: The council discussed the difficulty of compiling an easy reference for dentists as it relates to car-
rier contact information, since many large self-insured groups have dedicated claims offices and/or telephone numbers.  While all 
plans do have website addresses on which dentists may make eligibility inquiries, navigating the various websites can be daunting.  
Staff reported that a possible solution would be through Emdeon (an ADA sponsored “Member Advantage” program.)  Emdeon 
now offers a feature on its website (www.emdeondental.com) that offers information on eligibility and benefit details for most 
major plan enrollees, which is available to dentists for a fee regardless of whether they submit claims electronically.  Staff gave the 
council members a special promotional code that will enable them to “test-drive” this feature and report back to staff on their satis-
faction with it.  If feedback is positive, staff will contact Emdeon in an attempt to obtain a promotion code for all NJDA members 
for a set period of time, and will include that information in a future issue of the Capsule.  Following is an excerpt from the last 
Capsule article with the promotional code.
“For a limited time, Emdeon has graciously agreed to allow Capsule readers to “test-drive” the new DPS features at no charge.  
Interested members can simply register at www.emdeondental.com or contact its Marketing Department at 888-545-6127.  It is 
important to note that when you enter your credit card information, you must also enter the promotional code ANJ06116.  The 
system will acknowledge that no charges will be made until 12/1/06 based on the code.  It will then be up to each dentist to decide 
whether or not to continue with the service after 11/30/06.  NJDA has had no negative feedback to date, but the Council would 
certainly appreciate hearing from you.”
-Evidence Based Dentistry: The council discussed several grants awarded by the ADA Foundation for recipients to review and 
consolidate scientific literature related to four specific questions, including frequency of dental prophylaxis, correcting malocclu-
sion and the risk of periodontal disease, alternate treatments of a pulpally involved single tooth, and endodontic therapy vs. extrac-
tion and implant placement. 
-ADA Proposal For A New “Dental Team Member”: The council discussed ADA’s proposal for a new dental team member, 
described as an “innovative answer” to the access to care problem experienced in remote and underserved areas of the country.  
Unlike the “Dental Health Aide Therapist” (DHAT) advocated by some groups for Alaska, the ADA-proposed “Community Dental 
Health Coordinator” would work under the supervision of a dentist and would be unable to perform irreversible treatment.  It 
appears that allowable duties would be confined to selected preventive services, oral health education, triage, and emergency tem-
porization using hand instrumentation only.
-Mandated Health Care Coverage: The council reviewed, as informational, an article indicating that legislators are reviewing the 
recently enacted statute in Massachusetts that requires all residents to have health insurance.  Employers in Massachusetts having 
11 or more employees would be required to pay into a state system if they did not offer health coverage.  At least two New Jersey 
legislators have reported that they will be meeting with employers, consumer groups, health plans, providers, and other stakehold-
ers over the next six months to determine if a similar mandate would be feasible in New Jersey.
-Oral Systemic Health-CE Course: Staff reported that the council’s request to the Council on Education to consider a weekend 
study course on oral-systemic health was approved.  Dr. Robert Hersh has agreed to make that presentation, which is scheduled for 
September 17, 2006.
-NPIs Required for Electronic Transactions by May 23,  2007: you can apply at www.npps.cms.hhs.gov.  Please note that you must 
have separate NPI’s for each dentist in a practice along with a separate NPI for a corporation if you are set up as such.
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Back by popular demand - Series V of
THE WEEKEND STUDY CLUB will again
offer LOW-COST continuing education
courses (pre-approved by the State
Board for credit) for NJDA members
only. The courses will be offered at
non-traditional times to accommodate
practitioners unable to attend courses
during the week or in the evening.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

• Courses will be offered at Association
headquarters in North Brunswick

• Each course will run from 10:00 a.m.
to 12:00 noon

• Continental Breakfast will be served at
9:30 a.m.

• Courses on both clinical and business
practice issues will be presented by New
Jersey Dental Association members.

• Series V offers a course for the 
“new practioner”

• Course fee of $20.00 – proceeds will
be donated to Special Olympics
New Jersey

• Two credits will be earned for each
course attended

Course #1 September 17, 2006
(Sunday)
The Linkage Between Periodontal
Diseases and Systemic Diseases-
Evidence, Mechanisms and
Therapeutic Implications
presented by Dr. Robert Hersh

Course Description: 
This presentation explores the possibility that oral
diseases, principally gingivitis and periodontitis,
can be a risk factor for or a cause of certain 
systemic pathologies. The systemic pathologies
which will be examined include cardiovascular 
diseases, the incidence of pre-term, low birth
weight babies, the diabetics condition and the
occurance of aspiration pneumonia. Discussion
topics will also include the possible relationships
between periodontitis and rheumatoid arthritis and
periodontitis and obesity.

Course #3 November 19, 2006
(Sunday)
Bisphosphonates & Patient Management
presented by Dr. Gregory LaMorte

Course Description: 
One of the most recent discoveries is the effect of
bisphosphonates on alveolar bone. This lecture
will explore the pharmacology of bisphosphonates,
the epidemiology of osteoporosis and osteonecrosis,
current treatment philosophies, informed consent
and the management of “bisp-hosphy jaw.”

Course #2 October 15, 2006
(Sunday)
The Science of Failure
presented by Dr. Mark McCaffery

Course Description:
The goal of all treatment design is alleviation
of failure. Failure in diagnosis, communication,
treatment design and delivery, provides valuable
lessons for improvement and growth. This
course will explore over 20 years of documented
failure. Remember, all of us want to provide an
extraordinary service that is appreciated by
our patients and applauded by our peers.

Course #4 December 9, 2006
(Saturday)
After Dental School 101: 
What Do I Do Now?
presented by Dr. Hugh Habas, Dr.
Mitchell Weiner and Dr. Cavan Brunsden

Course Description: 
This seminar will help address many of the
issues and questions that a “fresh-out-of-
school dentist” may have. Course discussion
will include: large educational loans, lack of
business experience and established competition
around every corner. Learn the ingredients to
start your career and find happiness in your
professional life.

REGISTER EARLY . . . .    SPACE IS LIMITED

the WEEKEND
STUDY CLUB

www.njda.org

COURSE DATES, SPEAKERS AND TOPICS

NJDA_studyclubIII  7/24/06  2:04 PM  Page 2

MCDS Full Day CE Programs - 7 CEUs each!

All courses to be held at the Pines Manor in Edison, NJ •• Continental Breakfast and Lunch Included ••

Dr. Damon Adams: Excellence in Everyday Esthetics – Open to Doctors and Staff
Sponsored by Excel Berger Lab   Wednesday, November 8, 2006  8:30am-4:30pm 

Morning Session: Dr. Adams reviews ways to increase profits and improve esthetic/functional results. He will share clinically 
relevant information that you can put into immediate use regarding total team philosophy, study models, diagnostic preps/wax-ups, 
articulators, essential photos, manual and digital shade taking, laser welding applications, and implants. Learn the keys to improving 
the relationship with your dental laboratory technician. Afternoon Session: Dr. Adams will review the most commonly seen prepara-
tion and impression problems with solutions that will dramatically improve esthetics, function, and longevity while making your work 
more predictable, less stressful, and more profitable. The best and most proven options in all-ceramics will be reviewed. 

Dr. John Kois: Interdisciplinary Treatment Planning
Sponsored by Kuwata Pan Dent and Benco   Friday, March 9, 2007   8:30am-4:30pm 

This presentation will focus on a unique “10 Step Process” that will guide the dentist through the key elements required to achieve 
predictable longevity, case acceptance and patient satisfaction. From this lecture participants will learn: • A systematic approach for 
treatment planning every patient in their practice • To focus on the four most important diagnostic categories • To develop critical risk 
parameters to minimize failures and maximize successful results • Protocols to implement treatment planning strategies.

Drs. Frank Lauciello and Dr. Dean Vafiadis: Overdentures and Implant Supported Removable Prosthetics
Sponsored by Excel Berger Lab   Wednesday, April 18, 2007   8:30am-4:30pm

Finding a simple and predictable method of producing partial and complete dentures is necessary to satisfy the heightened expecta-
tions of today’s busy and demanding patient. Fortunately, new product technology and procedures are now available. Join us for an in-
formative program full of practical and simple steps that can give you consistent results for your partial and complete dentures. Learn 
how to provide quality dentures in fewer appointments with better fit, function, and esthetics than ever before.

Please visit our web site at www.MCDSofNJ.org for more information and a registration form or call 732-238-1255
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Middlesex County Dental Society

REGISTRATION FORM
MCDS Annual OSHA Seminar/Certification

Thursday November 9, 2006

Time: Registration: 6:00 pm Program: 6:30 - 8:30 pm

Place: St. Peters Medical Center, New Brunswick, NJ

Tuition:    MCDS Member Dentists & Staff $15 per person [member benefit]

Non-member  Dentists  $65

(payable to Middlesex County Dental Society)

This program will satisfy the OSHA standard on Occupational Exposure to
Blood Borne Pathogens, which is required annually for dentists and staff.
Each office person trained will receive certification that they have been properly
instructed for this OSHA regulation on Infection Control.

Two CEU credits will be awarded to those attending this 2-hour seminar.
This seminar is available to our members as a member benefit of MCDS

Thursday November 9, 2006 $15 @   #   ______   = Total $_______
Please REGISTER by November 2, 2006

make CHECKS payable to: MIDDLESEX COUNTY DENTAL SOCIETY

     Office Name .....................................................................

     Office Address .....................................................................

     Office phone # ..............................……....Office fax #…………………………..

 Name  (Dentists & Staff attending) title

Mail and Return to:
MIDDLESEX COUNTY DENTAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 7026   East Brunswick NJ 08816

MCDS OFFICE:  (732) 238-1255 MCDS FAX:  (732) 390-2332
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This is a pivotal year for organized dentistry in New Jersey. Anti-fluoridationists are accusing dentistry of pushing water fluorida-
tion so that children will develop fluorosis, providing us the opportunity to benefit financially from more cosmetic dental services. 
The NJDEP is close to mandating amalgam separators in dental offices and Passaic County dentists are already receiving inspections 
and fines based on their silver recovery methods from their X-ray developers. Based on the states fiscal health, Governor Corzine has 
already planted the possibility of a professional services tax that may eventually involve dentistry. 

This scenario is not propaganda. It is reality for us as dentists in New Jersey. The NJDA and NJDPAC have worked tirelessly to 
repeal the cosmetic dentistry tax implemented last year and lobby on our behalf to minimize the impact of current legislation on our 
livelihoods.  However, our PAC has its work cut out for itself.  With so much upcoming legislation and overregulation to combat, our 
NJDPAC must be funded to its maximum potential. 

With NJDPAC restructured to include 4 levels of contributions ($150-Sustaining Member, $300-Diamond Club, $500-Platinum 
Club, $1,000-Executive Club), we urge you to consider increasing the level that you currently contribute at to assure that our PAC 
lobby has the proper access to the legislative candidates and legislators that will vote on the issues that are vital to our interests as New 
Jersey dentists. Middlesex County Dental Society members have been among NJDPAC’s strongest supporters and we must continue to 
be proactive by strengthen our commitment to NJDPAC.

We encourage you to contact NJDPAC Executive Director Jim Schulz at 732-422-2705 if you would like to learn more about NJD-
PAC or these important issues affecting New Jersey dentists.  Your added contribution is an investment in holding back legislation that 
may be exponentially more costly to you if implemented.      

Thank you for your consideration and your strong support for our PAC.
Peter DeSciscio DMD, NJDPAC (Middlesex County Dental Society)
Mitch Weiner DMD, ’06-’07 MCDS Governmental Affairs Representative

Your Support for NJ Dental Political Action Committee Gives Us A Voice in Trenton

The recently enacted Health Care Professional Responsibility and Reporting Enhancement Act imposes an affirmative duty upon all 
licensed health care professionals, including dentists to notify the Board of Dentistry if they have reason to believe a fellow profes-
sional suffers from an impairment, shows a high degree of incompetence or has engaged in unprofessional conduct presenting an im-
mediate danger to an individual patient or to the general public health or safety. N.J.SA. 45:1-37 (a). This new obligation is consistent 
with the existing ethical obligations of dentists (See ADA Ethical Principle 2D), but it is the first expression of a legal reporting duty 
and the first time that the failure to report impairment, incompetence or unprofessional conduct may, of itself, be grounds for the Board 
of Dentistry to discipline the non-reporting dentist - seeking civil penalties or the suspension or revocation of license. N. J.S.A. 45:1-
37(a). The primary thrust of the law seemed to be the need for prompt reporting of dentists potentially suffering from chemical or drug 
dependency, yet the language of the law extends the reporting duty to any circumstances where you have reasonable knowledge of acts 
of unprofessional conduct or gross incompetence that might present an ongoing danger to patient health or safety. Thus, practitioners 
showing clearly inadequate clinical skills, those attempting procedures plainly beyond their abilities, those dispensing or prescribing 
controlled dangerous substances or other dangerous medications in an indiscriminate manner or without sound dental practice justifi-
cation, or those engaging in improper intimate contact with a patient may all fall within this mandatory reporting obligation.  

We anticipate that important questions will arise over “what is reasonable knowledge”, “how do I distinguish reportable impair-
ment or gross incompetence from an isolated incident or misadventure” and “what constitutes an immediate danger as opposed to a 
hypothetical risk”. The Board is expected to promulgate rules or policy guidelines in order to clarify ambiguities likely to arise in the 
application of this new law. Generally, however, practitioners should err on the side of caution in favor of reporting a questionable 
practice or circumstance, rather than allowing a known problem to persist unchecked. In this regard you should consider encouraging 
the practitioner to self report his or her impairment or conduct. 

Those who report impairment, etc. to the Board will enjoy a so-called “qualified immunity” from civil lawsuits for damages. Im-
munity may dissolve, however, unless the report is made “in good faith and without malice” or if there was no “reasonable cause to 
believe” the reported matter involved professional misconduct that would be subject to professional disciple N.J.S.A. 45:1-37(d) and 
N.J.S.A. 45:1-35. Thus, consultation with one of your knowledgeable colleagues or with legal counsel would be prudent.
- John Paul Dizzia, Attorney at Law (908-276-6111)

Health Care Professional Responsibility and Reporting Enhancement Act

MCDS Program Chair-
person Bob Ashmen 

(L.) and MCDS Presi-
dent Bob Silverstein 

(R.) welcome  
September Featured 

Speaker  
Dr. Frederic Barnett.

EDUCATION, PRACTICE MANAGEMENT, 
CAMARADERIE

In order to better serve our members, the MCDS 
Mentor Committee is organizing study clubs for 
those dentists who have been practicing five years 
or less.  Please call our executive secretary, Marlene 
Glickman, at 732-238-1255 to join.
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 Practice Sales
 Practice Mergers
 Equity Associateships
 Pre-Sale Program
 Stockholder Program

Over 150 practice transition
programs customized to meet
your needs.

Kim Iannotte
800-232-3826

www.aftconet.com

Transition Consultants
(Since 1968)

AFTCO is pleased to announce...

AFTCO is pleased to have represented
both parties in this transaction.

Cecile DeClaro-Pestano, D.D.S.

has acquired the practice of

Alan Mazurek, D.M.D.

Spotswood, New Jersey

800-232-3826  www.aftconet.com

Transition Consultants
(Since 1968)

Membership-Trish DeCotiis has great plans for NJDS students this year including “Dental Jeopardy,” junior and senior lunch and 
learn sessions and a senior session on licensure with Kevin Earle, Exec. Director of the State Board.
Council on Nominations-Dr. Krantz presented a resolution to change the make-up of the Council on Nominations to include the 
elected officers and the immediate past president. It was revised to not take effect until 2008 so as to not appear self-serving in any 
way. This will be presented to the house in Nov.
Peer Review-Art rewrote the code of ethics to reflect that it would be a breech of ethics to not  follow through with the Peer Review 
Council’s recommendations. In addition any dentist who signs a peer review consent form and does not abide by the final decision of 
the peer review process shall be reported to the New Jersey State Board of Dentistry.
Council on Relief-The House of Delegates approved changing the constitution to allow distribution of funds to disaster areas outside 
the state as approved by the Council on Relief and then the BOT for a 2/3 vote. ADOPTED by the Board (Vote #5 BT-06-8-29) to 
send the $20000 donation from the NJDA Relief Fund to the ADA Foundation earmarked for the Katrina Fund.
Governmental Affairs-The Council name has been changed to the Council on Public Affairs. The DEP published that amalgam 
separators will be required to be installed except in offices limited to ortho, perio, endo, oral surgery, radiology, and pathology. We 
have two and a half years from Sept 5, 2006 to comply. The entire ruling is on the NJDEP’s web site. A bill was proposed by Bergen 
County legislators to add a RDH and a RDA to the state board and NJDA has been blocking this change. We have asked commis-
sioner Jacobs to help us move the Fluoride issue forward. Mercer dental assisting school was to be closed since they haven’t been 
filling their classes (this year 1 student and 4 faculty). NJDA has started helping to fill the classes and in doing so discovered that the 
local guidance councilors didn’t know about the program.  NJDA has collected over $300,000 for PAC which makes us the fifth most 
powerful group.
Communications-A pro fluoridation article will be published in the Bergen Record. It will be written by Jennifer Hughes, their writer 
who grew up in Grand Rapids which was the first fluoridation site in the US. A new magazine called “Dr. of Dentistry” will be sent 
to all dentists for free and Bob Shekitka, our president, will be writing an article for the first issue. Bob is pushing for positive public-
ity of dentistry during his term. The new directory of members will be published in November and dues must be paid by July 3l to be 
included. NJDA’s web site has been updated to allow access to the most pressing information with only one click. However, a prompt 
will then appear for your password. (This gives nonmembers another reason to join.) In addition, streaming video capability is being 
added at no additional cost.
Annual Session-Temple University had a very-successful alumni reunion at the annual session in AC this year. The Council will 
reach out to NYU, Penn, and Columbia to offer the opportunity to also participate next year. Dr Ruth will be next year’s special guest 
speaker.

NJDA Noteworthy News
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Nature’s

Perfection,

Reflected in

Beauty and

Strength

Kuwata Pan Dent Dental Laboratory
Telephone: 877-377-4455
www.kuwatapandent.com

F o r  R e s t o r a t i o n s  t h a t  S u p p o r t  N a t u r e



MCDS Newsletter is the official publication of the Middlesex County Dental Society and is published 8 times annually following each Executive Committee meeting. 
Articles should be submitted to the Content Editor before the deadline for each issue. Publication materials may be deferred to future issues or edited without changing 
the author's intent, in order to conform with the requirements of the Newsletter. The publication of an advertisement, opinion or statement does not reflect endorsement, 
approval, or policy of the MCDS and its newsletter unless stated. All correspondence regarding this newsletter should be directed to the Business Editor.

MCDS Executive Secretary	 Marlene Glickman	 732-238-1255

The Dental 
	 Newsletter
A Publication of the Middlesex County Dental Society

Middlesex County Dental Society Councils and Committees
Joel Leizer.................. ADA Delegate...........................254-7733
Peter Clemente........... ADA Alternate Delegate ...........985-1666
Peter DeSciscio.......... ADPAC......................................826-1530
Araceli Ziemba........... Annual Session..........................297-0588
Mark Vitale................. Dental Benefits..........................494-7575
Robert Ashmen........... Dental Education.......................846-6366
Mitch Weiner.............. Public Affairs.............................297-4900

Joseph Fertig.............. Judicial Council.........................940-1111
Scott Galkin ............... Membership...............................750-2600
Nancy Villa ................ NJDA State Trustee...................679-2323
Mitch Weiner.............. NJDA Alt. State Trustee............297-4900
John Fahsbender......... Peer Review...............................356-1313
Ethan Glickman.......... Relief.........................................572-4244

– NJDA COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES –

Ira Rosen.................... Budget and Finance...................422-7440
Cavan Brunsden......... Children's Dental Health Mo.....679-2323
Mark Schambra.......... Continuing Education................846-6366

Constantine Simos...... Corporate Sponsorship..............247-8083
Ethan Glickman.......... Mentor.......................................572-4244
Cavan Brunsden......... Special Olympics.......................679-2323

– MCDS COMMITTEE CHAIRPEOPLE –

See our website for a complete list of Board Members and their contact information

Business Editor: Dr. Constantine Simos
109 Livingston Ave, New Brunswick, NJ 08901

Tel:732-247-8083 • Fax:732-247-8100
Emeritus Editor:	 Dr. Theodore Symanski (1898-1998)
Content Editor:	 Dr. Mitchell Weiner	 732-297-4900 
Layout Editor:	 Dr. Robert Silverstein	 732-846-8686 
Website Editor:	 Dr. Robert Silverstein	 732-846-8686 
President:	 Dr. Robert Silverstein	 732-846-8686 
President Elect:	 Dr. James Courey	 732-422-7440 
Vice President:	 Dr. Mark Vitale	 732-494-7575 
Treasurer:	 Dr. Scott Galkin	 732-750-2600 
Secretary:	 Dr. Maya Prabhu	 732-246-2284
Program Chair:	 Dr. Robert Ashmen	 732-846-6366

New Jersey Dental PAC
2006 Club-Level Contributors from MCDS

EXECUTIVE CLUB ($1,000)
Peter Clemente   Joel Leizer
PLATINUM CLUB ($500)

Cavan Brunsden   Peter DeSciscio   Hugh Habas
Mario Fiorentini   Richard Kahn   Bruce Roland

Mark Vitale   Nancy Villa
DIAMOND CLUB ($350)

Donald Bershtein   Charles Bloom   James Courey
Kevin Dembinski   Joseph Fertig   Marshall Fleer

Scott Galkin   Mark Heiberger   Harmon Katz
Daniel Krantz   Stephen Lawson   Jamie Leizer
Ira Rosen   Arnold Rosenheck   Mark Schambra

Robert Silverstein   Howard Sorkin   Paul Tedeschi
Jason Wasserman   Mitchell Weiner   Leonard Yee

For information about joining NJDPAC, please contact 
Jim Schulz at (732) 422-2705


